NCPA ESSAY

Title: “I have chosen to be a paralegal….”

I can only imagine how many paths that sentence will go down…

I imagine how it would be to be a young person with little life experience, and no major regrets to finish that sentence. Had I been of different temperament and circumstances, I would enjoy now, having finished that sentence long ago. Your choices are myriad, and put you where you are today. Has this essay subject been the only one for years in this contest? If so, how often has someone been blunt enough to say ”I have chosen to be a paralegal, because I cannot afford to be a lawyer?”  Welcome to me. I have chosen to be a paralegal, because I cannot afford to be a lawyer.  A strike against me? So be it. I have toiled physically for many, many years. I have an eighth grade education. I am a proud man. I have been married twice, and have 4 children of my own, plus three more stepchildren. I have more life experience than I would wish on most of our youth today.  I have always been a voracious reader, and I am not an uneducated man, just a self-educated man. I have chosen to be a paralegal because after years of working my way up from the trenches of the construction field, to be a construction superintendant for 14 years, I, like many others, got “laid off.” At 47 years of age, with an eighth grade education, and collecting unemployment for the first time in my life, I had new choices to make. If I applied for scholarships to attend law school, and miraculously got some assistance, who would pay my current bills? How would my wife and I see each other if went away? I do not question whether I would be able to do the work, just the logistics of what really matters to me. (Maybe I should though..) I won’t fib and say I want to save the innocents of the world from unfair persecution, I just want to be a paralegal because it gives me a chance to use more of my mind than my back. The law has always intrigued me; a smarter man can use the law to vindicate his client against false accusations, just like Perry Mason…. I realize that is a fanciful conjecture, and not a representative fact, but I still think that how the law can be applied/construed, can be the difference in a case, whether for the “true justice” or not. I want to be a paralegal because I think I can be a good paralegal. I still have a drive to be good at whatever I do, and I am still awed by the fact that I am attending a college and doing ok in my courses, just like I belong there. I look at my college I.D., that’s me on there, I’m no dummy, except for taking so damned long to get here.  I want to be a paralegal because I can.

