

I have chosen to be a paralegal because I believe in the justice system.  I feel that paralegals have a tremendous amount of value to contribute to the professional community as well as provide an invaluable service to the public.  During my research in pursuing a new career I found that I could apply my skills, abilities, and knowledge to the legal profession that would allow me assist others and make a positive impact within the legal system.  


In the past I have needed to retain an attorney to assist me in a legal matter.  I worked closely with his legal assistant who was instrumental in gathering the necessary information needed to win my case.  While researching new career opportunities, I saw that the local college offered a paralegal program and was reminded of that legal assistant and how she had worked diligently with my attorney.  I looked further into the requirements of the program and realized that I could also be that same person and be able to provide assistance to others in need of legal help.


As I became more involved with the program studies I began to fully understand the scope of work involved, whether it is discovering facts for a civil case, researching a title to real estate, or writing a brief that may influence a judge’s decision.  I also began to appreciate the amount of work paralegals perform in producing and maintaining documents pertaining to our legal system and how the information they gather is used as a foundation for building cases to settle a dispute in civil litigation or proving innocence or guilt in a criminal case.  While examining the different areas of the law, I was amazed at how complex our legal system truly is, and the courses I have taken have allowed me to understand the more intricate parts of our legal system and how it impacts our society.  


Through my studies I have learned the significance of a paralegal’s role in assisting an attorney to find the facts needed to help a client, as well as how a paralegal’s work can impact those seeking justice, piece of mind, retribution, or simple satisfaction of the law.   I have also found new respect for those in the legal profession and wish to play a vital role as a paralegal within the legal system.
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