I have Chosen to be a Paralegal…..


I have chosen to be a paralegal to assist the general public as well as myself. The legal system has fascinated me for many years, not from what I’ve seen on television shows or movies but from real life situations I see in the news, read in articles, and live on a daily basis. I owe my drive to becoming a paralegal to my father and his situation with authorities. I currently intern with a district attorney and my goal is to obtain a position with one in the future in hopes of keeping people like my father off the streets and the community much safer.


Paralegals are an important part of our legal system. They are the “backbone” of the legal world. Preparing cases to go to trial, talking to a victim of a crime, and assisting attorneys in court, are just some of the duties of a paralegal. I have always enjoyed law enforcement and becoming a paralegal seems to be the perfect progression for me. Following trials in the news and in articles from older cases such as John Wayne Gacy to the more recent Casey Anthony trial has always made me curious to know how the cases develop. What we don’t see and hear in the publicized trials is how the case was prepared, what procedures and policies have to be followed, and how many man hours the paralegals and attorneys put into the cases before they go to trial. These are just a few of the details in the legal field that drove me to be a paralegal. 


My drive to becoming a paralegal is also derived from my own personal experiences. Just last year my father was arrested and charged with two counts of drug trafficking and was sentenced to forty-two months in prison. I went to court with my father when he was sentenced. I studied the whole procedure and was captivated by it. I watched the attorneys discuss their cases, I observed the way the judge and the attorneys communicated, and I noticed the paralegals when they brought the attorneys the documents they needed. The experience was life changing for me because it opened my eyes and showed me exactly what I wanted to do with my life, become a paralegal.


The motivation I left with the day I went to court with my father was overwhelming and it gave me the push I needed to act on my dream. I currently volunteer with a district attorney and I enjoy every moment of it. I hope to obtain a position with one when I finish my degree so I can assist in keeping people like my father out of the general public. A day at the district attorney’s office is very fast paced and there is never a dull moment. I realize when I am there that not only am I aiding the attorneys but the public as well. This realization brings me great satisfaction. 


In conclusion, the reasons I want to be a paralegal are both professional and personal. I am driven to help the general public which in turn has helped me. The deep interest I have in the legal field and my determination to become a paralegal has flourished since I have enrolled in the paralegal technology program. Experiencing the courses first hand and learning the material has inspired me all the more to succeed in obtaining my goal of becoming a paralegal. 

