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ESSAY SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

1st: Leigh Steinbacher —Meredith College

2nd: Kali Mallory—Meredith College

3rd: Katherine Benson—Western

Piedmont Community College

4th: Jasmin Pride—Meredith College
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1st Place

Leigh Steinbacher
Meredith College

To be simple and concise, | have chosen to become a paralegal because of my passion
for and interest in social justice. Since my time as an undergraduate | have known that |
wanted to help people, but | did not know how or in what capacity. | have always possessed
natural strengths in various forms of communication, organization, and research. In addition to
these more academic skills, | have honed the ability to relate to others from different life
circumstances, no matter how different those circumstances may be from my own. While it
took me some time, | came to the realization that working in the legal profession, more

specifically as a paralegal, would be a well-suited and fulfilling fit for me.

| chose to become a paralegal because | know that | am a good communicator and enjoy
writing, calendaring, and organizing. | have enjoyed working in supportive roles to maintain
records, schedules, and client correspondence. | also enjoy working on projects with various
phases and deadlines, and helping team members stay on schedule to make sure deadlines are
met. | find research and compiling and condensing information from a variety of sources to be
very satisfying tasks. |think using these skills as a paralegal will be very fulfilling, knowing the
benefit the end product will bring for attorneys and their clients.

For a long time | knew that | was passionate about social justice and the idea of helping
peaple. | chose to become a paralegal because | think it will be very satisfying to help people
on an individuzal basis, while at the same time having the opportunity to help people on a
broader scale by working on cases affecting laws and policy. | have always enjoyed working

with people with different backgrounds and perspectives from my own and pride myself in
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1st Place
Leigh Steinbacher
Meredith College

Continued

being able to communicate effectively regardless of these differences. | look forward to using
the skills | have developed in my customer service experience to relate to clients and make
them feel heard, understood, and valued. Outside of working directly with clients, | look
forward to working in a supportive role on cases that influence policy to ensure equality and

justice for underrepresented populations.

| look forward to a career that is both intellectually challenging and emotionally
satisfying. | want to help better the lives of individuals and communities through my work,
while exercising my academic and clerical skills. The unigue combination of clerical and
interpersonal duties the paralegal profession requires will be a welcome and satisfying

challenge for me.
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2nd Place
Kali Mallory
Meredith College

I'was in lugh school when I decided that I wanted a career in the legal profession. From an
early age. | have always appreciated the concepts of morality, justice, faimess, equality. I always
strove to carry out those attnibutes in everything I did. Thus, as I began to ponder what I wanted to
make a career out of, I knew that I had to be mnvolved in the law. I had developed a love for law
related films, dilemmas. and prninciples and individuals within the profession, but the paralegal
program exposed me to legal 1ssues that I wanfed to know more about or did not know anything
about. I am highly interested in crimmal law and fanmly law, however, my paralegal program has
enhanced my interest in subjects that I never thought would interest me—such as business law and
property law. I am well pleased with the legal background that the paralegal program has given
me. As a result, I find myself researching legal topics and issues that I otherwise would have not
researched. In all, the paralegal program has increased my admiration for the law and has ensured

me that I am entering the right profession.

I possess many qualities that will ensure my success in the paralegal field. I am a goal-
oriented worker. Not only have I always strived to complete myv goals in a timely matter, but I
always try to outdo myself with every new goal. I also have an eve for detail. which ensures that
my work 15 carefully produced, analvzed, and edited. I love completing research. Whenever there

15 an 1ssue that needs to be analyzed, I dive into my research

The paralegal field also encompasses what I want in a career. Paralegals will always be
needed because they are essentially the backbone of the law office. Thus, the field prowvides
stability. I know that there will always be a demand in this field Also, the paralegal field is

versatile I love that I can work in different areas of the law and acquire knowledge and expenience
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2nd Place
Kali Mallory
Meredith College

Continued
in these various areas. I have always enjoved holding a supporting role in my academic, volunteer,
and work expeniences. I do not have to be in the spotlight or steering the ship in order to be fulfilled
and feel successful. Rather, I emoy contributing to others’ success by working hard and being

dependable.

I also want to become a paralegal to have an impact on people. Since researching,
interviewing, drafting, corresponding, etc. are essential functions of a paralegal, [ understand that
my work will have an impact on mndividual cases and case outcomes. Thus, I have a chance to
contribute to the successful resolution of a case by doing my diue—dj]jgence as a paralegal. I'would
be the face of the firm_ I"d have the duty of greeting each client, listemng to their needs, and serving
as a hiaison between the client and the attorney. Although I know that I will not establish the
attorney-client relationship. I am happy that I can make things nns more smoothly between the

both sides.

Even though I plan to attend law school within the next 2-3 years, I believe that becoming
a paralegal 1s the best stepping stone for me. The thought of inifially going to law school made me
amxious and lack confidence — something paralegal school has cured for me. My professors have
thoroughly introduced the law and how paralegals operate in the law office. They have ensured
me that I have what it takes to thrive in the legal field and I feel fully prepared and capable of

becoming a paralegal.
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3rd Place

Katherine Benson

Western Piedmont Community
College

I wish to become a paralegal because I watched too mmich Scooby Doo growing up. As a little
girl, I loved watching the antics of a cime fighting group of teenagers and their dog as they tnied
to solve mysteries each week 1n this classic cartoon senies. Despite the often-bumbling efforts of
the protagomsts Freddie, Daphne, Velma. Shaggy. and their Great Dane Scooby Doo, they were
able to solve the crime, even if if was by accident. Those “meddling kids™ taught me several
important life lessons that continue to influence me bevond sheer entertainment. The first lesson
being about how most monsters end up being something much more nundane. The things we
should be afraid of aren’t the mummies or vampires lurking in the dark but rather the criminals
who put their own desires and goals before others. At the end of nearly every episode the plot
would come to a conclusion and after capturing whatever creature that had been terrorizing them.
Having canght the culprit, one of the gang would remove the costume hiding the real source of
their froubles. Inevitably, under the mask would be a shady businessman trying to scare off the
competition or a land speculator trying to decrease the property value through scaring the locals.
These supernatural elements ended up having a rational explanation and mysteries could be
solved through effort and persistence. This sparked in my young mind both a love of mysteries
and puzzles and a belief in the criminal justice system. As I got older, I began to leam more
about how the world really operated. Tums out that most crimes are not thwarted by vigilante
teenagers 1n a colorful van with their talking dog. Rather the guilty are pumshed and the
innocent protected by dedicated men and women across the justice system who help it run. I
began to dream, as many kids do. of being a crime fighter. Instead of being a superhero or

cartoon character, I wanted to help people in a more realistic way that uses my own unique skills.

From the time [ was a voung girl I had an intense love of learming and solving problems. From
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3rd Place

Katherine Benson

Western Piedmont Community
College

Continued
jigsaw puzzles to brain teasers, I loved and continue to love all kinds of mystenes that stretch my
mund. In my undergraduate studies, I was able to translate this love of mystenes into something
far more consequential, namely a love of academic research. As a history major I had the
pleasure of doing oniginal research and being allowed to comb through the university archives
for answers to complex questions. I gained invaluable skalls and all the while I continued to be
fascinated by true crime documentaries hke Making a Murderer and TV senes like Law and
Order. After graduation, I began to search for a career in wiuch I could both utilize my love of
research and the have sense of fulfillment that comes from helping people. Due to my interest in
the legal system and my desire for a career I could jumyp mto without the time and expense of
law school, I happened to stumble upon the 1dea of beconung a paralegal. What paralegals do 1s
exactly what [ am interested in doing with my life. Getting to work one on one with clients,
doing a great deal of research into topics surrounding the law, and in general being an mvaluable
part of a team fighting for justice appeals to every facet of my personality. Irelish the
opportumty to be a part of such a growing field m which there 15 so much opportunity for
professional development. I am looking forward to the day that I can get my paralegal
certification and get that sense of accomplishment that comes with it. Ultimately if 1s my

longing for a career that 1s challenging and fulfilling that makes me want to be a paralegal.
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Ath Place
Jasmin Pride

Meredith College

I have chosen to be a paralegal simply for the purpose of helping people. The satisfaction
of being able to work with something or someone from the beginning to the end 1s important.
Paralegals are the hands and feet of law firms malking sure the scheduling happens and
information gets filed on time, they keep everything running smoothly. That 15 one of the most
appealing parts for me, that I will be an essential part to the things happening around me. Once I
started the paralegal program and truly learned the importance of paralegals, I knew that I had
made a great dectsion for my future. The entirety of a case from beginning to end is important.
and knowing that I will be doing critical work to benefit someone else makes me find the reward
in every case. Even though it won't be an easy task and it will take true dedication, I am fully
dedicated to being an essential part of the process.

The law 1s the only career secfor that intersects info a person’s life from the time they are
conceived until after their death, which is something I find infriguing. The law gives me an
opportunity to help make a difference in the lives of so many without even knowing. My goal 15
to make a positive impact on the world in whatever way I can Becoming a paralegal gives me
that opportunity to be helpful in the many different ages and levels when they need assistance.

Additionally, the educational growth that comes from being a paralegal would be
indispensable. Paralegals become well versed in the area that they are working in and they also
learn the legal process. The ins and outs become a part of the daily ritual. This gives an elite

education that many will not ever know and hopefully not experience.

The paralegal profession gives me the opporfunity to branch into the legal profession and
set myself up to be an essenfial part of anv law firm Knowing that [ will be making a difference

in the lives of people 1s more than enough to keep me doing my best in this field.
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We believe in a world where
independent agents thrive.

7 | ALLIANT
“ﬁr NATIONAL

joinalliantnational.com

~ CONSULTING, INcC.
Litigation Support Services

SERVICES WITH RESULTS P < . 4 v 5 Synced transcript with video NOW AVAILABLE

NATIONWIDE SERVICES PROVIDED Communicate with and see the witness from your own office.

COURT REPORTING
TRANSCRIPTION (aoc provider
HEARING TRANSCRIPTS > y
INTERPRETING (certied P [oeal cas
TRANSLATION or settlement or trial
- has never been
DEPOSITION & TRIAL SUMMARIES mord efcient. 2= |
VIDEO TRANSCRIPT SYNCING = g
TRIAL VIDEO EDITING p A
LIVE DEPOSITION STREAMING A/, f_/j e[;;,:‘,,if, mc_] ,_: t‘
VIDEO CONFERENCING A T

AVAILABLE 24/7 AT (252)243-9000

Bonme Ruffin, NCCP, CLVS

bonnier@ruffinconsulting.com | Y @LawFirmSupport | www.ruffinconsuiting.com



http://www.ruffinconsulting.com/
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NCPA 38th Annual Seminar

Lakisha Chichester
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http://gateway.ncbar.org/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=80188
http://gateway.ncbar.org/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=80188
https://www.ncbar.gov/for-lawyers/ethics/rules-of-professional-conduct/rule-115-2-general-rules/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/
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2018 MEREDITH R. POLLETTE, CLAS
NALA CERTIFIED PARALEGAL OR ADVANCED

CERTIFIED PARALEGAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

THINKING ABOUT TAKING THE NALA CP OR APC EXAM e ee
WORRIED ABOUT THE APPLICATION FEE? THIS IS FOR YOU e ee
TWO AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
One for the NALA CP application fee AND one for the APC application fee!!
NALA CP APPLICATION FEE AWARD

Submit an essay on one of the following two topics:
"Discuss the Advantages and Disadvantages of Certification and
Licensure for the Legal Assistant Profession"
or
"What the CP Designation and the CP
Program mean to Me”.

NALA ACP APPLICATION FEE AWARD

Submit an essay on:
“I' am pursuing the ACP designation because ..."
All essays must be 1,000 to 1,500 words in length, typewritten
and emailed on or before August 15, 2018 to
info@ncparalegal.org.
Participants do not need to be NALA members, but must be NCPA members in good standing and meet
;the eligibility criteria for sitting for the CP or ACP Exam. Finalists will be notified by September 15, 2018.
: Scholarship fees will be paid directly to NALA and the finalists will have one year from the date of the :
awards to sit for the exams. The fees will be refunded to NCPA if the finalists do not sit for the exam

within the one-year time requirement. All test site fees are responsible of winner..

... NALA is the nation’s leading professional association for paralegals. As a non-profit ..
."Q.rganizaﬁon, NALA provides continuing education and professional deve!opmen.t-".

programs for paralegals - from novice to experienced professionals.
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Assoc

CHECK IT OUT!

2018 - 2019 NCPA Pro Bono Opportunities

"Thanksy again for the supplies vou have sent my Troepy and - I. IT means yor vuich when
gropy like youl suppert ugy in every way possilile: Ay you may knew we are from NC and-
this makes il even move jpecial when i comes frov e Home State. Thanks
again....... 156 Hoewell.”

* K K

T amv Caplain Heiderman, The Headquartery Company Conmuwnander for The $+49Th
Comdbmatl Avialion Brigade. We recenily received: yeveral bovey of trealy, hygiene ilems,
and: heliday deceralions thanky ler genevowy denalieny froem yousr organigalions!

- . . I just wanted Te- send: a- quick message Ter express a sinceve THANK YOU Ter all of yeuw
that helped: pul this Tegether. We can Tell tThat it was ne ymall efferT and my jeldiery and

I appreciate il very muich:

Thank yew all for what yew de.

For several years. NCPA has supported Military Missions in Action a North Carolina based non-profit.
We have collected care package items and traveled to Fugquay-Vanna to sort items and fill the care
packages for overseas personnel.

As your new Pro Bono Chair, I want to energize us to continue our support of MMIA and to expand our
efforts to show appreciation to active service members and veterans.

We will have opportunities to make and address Thank You cards and Christmas cards for overseas
military servicemen and women, and to prepare “Valentines for Veterans™ for patients in North
Carolina’s four Veterans Adnunistration hospitals.

We'll also have opportunifies to collect donations to pay for shipping care packages to troops outside the
U.S. and to provide specific items needed by patients in VA hospitals.

Please contact me if vou would like to leam more about making thoughtful, appreciated contributions to
our military personne] and veterans.

Elizabeth Vance, ACP. NCCP
Email: paralegal8 78 @ earthlink net
Telephone: 336-G86-6847
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Reitement@e mealt | vy ?
By Belinda Ann Thomas, ACP, NCCP

After 28 very happy years with the Vern
retired on December 29, 2017. My sepered
most of 2017 and instead of billing 6.5 t
tion of my ti me. Never did | think | wou
wor ked too hard for too |l ong to | earn how

So, on January 2, 2018, a new chapter I
home that | had pur chaisheadw wihihc mywasso nt haen dc
pl ace where | grew up. | wanted to do vo
Learning to play the autoharp has al ways
| essons. Several of my family members ar
that area. I advertised my services to h
and mediation documents with | ocal sole p
Social Security Disability business which
right?

Beginning the day | retired, al/l Hades
tia. Guess who hol &/ BerenRo wehre dfasAt tf cerwn
granddaughter set up sitters, home health
with her during eye surge®ikesemnoi hatvieecho
i n rehab&o8sde. She

Iloe worked on one equitable distributio

emai l s. Sound familiar?

Aut oharp lessons st"drt dthef omsme uone nd a
to learn to play as | have played piano s
thing is | had been taking classes al ong
fell face down in the fl oor''"deusrsionng acn da sass. |
t each. | took the instruction book and p
since February®&e Y®ewenguesasdd nigt & leelpd laamsns n
first visit to a nursing home next month

February, March and April , |l volunteere
I's Volunteer I ncome Tax Assistance. |  hart
the clients were elderly or indigent. I

gratef ul and were willing to wait as |l ong










































