
 

 

P A G E  1  

NCPA is an affiliate 

member of the National 

Association of Legal 

Assistants 

NCPA FORUM 
S P R U M M E R  2 0 1 8  

( S P R I N G & S U M M E R )  

IN THIS ISSUE 

9ǎǎŀȅ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 

²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ ϧ  

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ  

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

 

b/t!Ωǎ оуǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ  

{ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 



 

 

P A G E  2  

¢ƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  ƻǳǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

{ǘŀũ ŀǘ 

ƴŎǇŀŦƻǊǳƳϪƴŎǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭΦƻǊƎ 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƘŜǊŜƛƴ 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ b/t!Φ ¢ƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 

ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘ 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƻǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ  

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 

Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘΣ ƛƴ 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƻŦ b/t!Φ 

 

 

 

b/t! Chw¦a 

ƴŎǇŀŦƻǊǳƳϪƴŎǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭΦƻǊƎ 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

b/t! 

th .ƻȄ ммоо 

Iƻƭƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ b/ нтрпл 

тлп-рор-оосо 

ǿǿǿΦƴŎǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭΦƻǊƎ 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

 

 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ о 

{ŜŎƻƴŘ ±tΣ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦп 

b/t! bŜǿǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΦΦр 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦс 

9ǎǎŀȅ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦт 

9ǎǎŀȅǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦу 

b/t!Ωǎ оуǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦмс 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦнн 

tǊƻ .ƻƴƻ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΦΦно 

²ƻǊŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦнп 

wŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘΦΦΦwŜŀƭƭȅΚ .ȅ .ŜƭƛƴŘŀ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦнр 

¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ !ŎǘΥ ! tǊŀŎǝŎŀƭΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦнт 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ [ŜƎŀƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ [ŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ bŜǿ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ ƛƴ нлмуΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦос 

Wƻō hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦоу 

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ ΧΦΦΦоф 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦпл 

 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǾŜŘΚ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƻƎƛƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŬƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ  ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǳǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ 

ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΗ 



 

 

P A G E  3  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

.ŜǾŜǊƭȅ YΦ aƻƻǊŜΣ b//t 

The sun is shining and the temps have finally warmed up ï well at least for today! I am ready for it to 

stay warm (not hot), just warm so I can wear the spring clothes.   

I am writing this after NCPAôs first Board/Executive Committee meeting for the 2018-2019 year.  We 

have a great group of volunteers who are ready and excited to make 2018-2019 an outstanding year for 

NCPA.   Thank you to the Board/Executive Committee that served for 2017-2018.  I enjoyed working 

with you all.  

Are you are planning to take the NALA CP or ACP exam or the October NCCP exam?  The scholar-

ship essay contests for these exams are now open!  

 The Meredith R. Pollette, CLA Scholarship awards one application fee for the CP exam and one 

application fee for the ACP Exam.   

 

The Mary F. Haggerty, CLA, NCCP Scholarship awards up to 5 application fees for the October 

2018 NCCP exam.   

 

Complete details on deadlines and essay topics are available on NCPAôs website. 

 

I want to take a minute to send a big THANK YOU to everyone that organized (Lakisha, Kaye, Crys-

tal, Michele, Jennifer, Paulene and Patti) and everyone that attended the 2018 Annual Seminar and 

Meeting.   I got to learn, ask questions, make new paralegal connections and see friends.  Live semi-

nars are the best!   

 

As school is starting to end and vacations begin, please stay safe and enjoy.  Hope to see you at an 

NCPA event soon. 

 

If you have any comments or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I love hearing from 

NCPA membersΗ 

 

Beverly K. Moore, NCCP  



 

 

P A G E  4  

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ tŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ [ŜǾŜƭΥ 

мтт DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

нс !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ 

пр {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

р {ǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ς /ƻǳǊǘƭƻƎƛŎ όDƻƭŘύΣ wǳŶƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ όDƻƭŘύΣ [ŀǿȅŜǊǎ aǳǘǳŀƭ 

LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ό.ǊƻƴȊŜύΣ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ !ƎŜƴǘ {ƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ό.ǊƻƴȊŜύ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴǘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

¢ƛǘƭŜ ό.ǊƻƴȊŜύ 

н 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ς /ŀǊǘŜǊŜǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ tŜǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΥ 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ мΥ мр 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ нΥ  ун 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ оΥ мо 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ пΥ ср 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ рΥ ос 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ сΥ нл 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ тΥ  с 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ уΥ  с 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ фΥ мл 

 

Patti Clapper, ACP, NCCP 

{ŜŎƻƴŘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ C /ƭŀǇǇŜǊΣ !/tΣ b//t 

нƴŘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
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5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ  ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƻƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ 

/t9 ŎǊŜŘƛǘΚ   9ŀŎƘ  

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ м ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ /t9 ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴ 

ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

SAVE THE DATE  

Wǳƭȅ мм-моΣ нлму 

b![!Ωǎ  !ƴƴǳŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ϧ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

{ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎΣ ah 

Ϫ ǘƘŜ Iƛƭǘƻƴ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƭǇŀǊƪ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪΥ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀƭŀΦƻǊƎκŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎκƴŀƭŀ-ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ-ŜȄǇƻ 

 

ϧϧϧϧϧ 

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

.9!/IΗΗΗ 

SAVE THE DATE  

April 11 ë April 13, 2019  

b/t!Ωǎ офǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ϧ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ 

/ƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ .ŜŀŎƘ hŎŜŀƴπ

ŦǊƻƴǘ 

/h¦w¢¸!w5 .ȅ a!wwLh¢¢ 

млл /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 

.ŜŀŎƘΣ b/   

b/t! ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ  

aŜƳōŜǊǎΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ 

ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ b/t!Η 

/ƻǳǊǘ[ƻƎƛŎ 

wǳŶƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ 

[ŀǿȅŜǊǎ aǳǘǳŀƭ 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ !ƎŜƴǘ {ƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ  

!ƭƭƛŀƴǘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢ƛǘƭŜ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

http://www.ncparalegal.org/
https://nala.org/conferences/nala-conference-expo
http://www.courtlogic.com
https://ruffinconsulting.com/
http://www.lawyersmutualnc.com/
https://www.rasi.com/
https://alliantnational.com/home.aspx
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5L{¢wL/¢ I!tt9bLbD{ b9²{ 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ  aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

IŜŀǘƘŜǊ tŀŘƎŜǧΣ b//t 

IŀǇǇȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΗ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ƛǘ 
ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǘƘŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ōƭǳŜ ǎƪƛŜǎΣ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ  
L ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŘŜƭǳŘŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǘƘǳƳō ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ Ǉƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 
ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ L ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ   IƻǇŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭΣ 
ǊƛƎƘǘΚ 

 

!ƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ¢I!bY ¸h¦Η ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
ϧ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴǎōƻǊƻΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿΦ  .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ  
.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ς ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΗ 

 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŜǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΦ  
b/t! ƻƴƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄΦ  !ǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ōƻŀǊŘ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ /t9 ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ǎƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ b/t!Ωǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
ǇŀƎŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎΣ L ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ {ŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ 
ƳŜŜǘ ϧ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ  aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ b/t!Η    

 

L ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  b/t! Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ 

 

L ƘƻǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΣ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ŀǧƻǊƴŜȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƭπ
ƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǎƻ - ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ 
ƻŦ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ǎƛǩƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ 

 

IŜŀǘƘŜǊ tŀŘƎŜǧ 
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b/t!Ωǎ оуǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ aŀǊŎƘ нн-нпΣ нлмуΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
²ȅƴŘƘŀƳ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴǎōƻǊƻΣ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ-ǊƛŎƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŎȅōŜǊ ŦǊŀǳŘΣ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴ ƭŀǿΣ Ǌƛǎƪ ƳŀƴŀƎŜπ
ƳŜƴǘΣ ŬŘǳŎƛŀǊȅ ƭƛǝƎŀǝƻƴΣ Ŝ-ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎǎΣ Ŝ-ƴƻǘŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇπ
ǇŜƭƭŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΣ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǧƻǊƴŜȅ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǳƴŎǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴπ
ŜǊŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΣ ƭŜƊ ǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭǎ 
ŜƴŜǊƎƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ tŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ b![! ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ /t9 ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ ! ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b/ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
tŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
b/t!Ωǎ ƻƴ-ŘŜƳŀƴŘ /t9 ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ 

 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǇπ
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǳƴΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭǎ 
ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ b/t! ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛπ
ǘƻǊǎΦ  

 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ YŀȅŜ IŀǊŜΣ b//tΣ !/tΤ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ b//tΤ .ŜǾŜǊƭȅ YƛƴƎΣ 
b//tΤ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ tŀŘƎŜǧΣ b//tΤ aƛŎƘŜƭŜ .ǊȅŀƴǘΣ b//tΣ /tΤ tŀǩ /ƭŀǇǇŜǊΣ b//tΣ 
!/tΤ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǊŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΗ 
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b/t! τ ǿǿǿΦƴŎǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭΦƻǊƎ 

b![!  -  ǿǿǿΦƴŀƭŀΦƻǊƎ 

b/ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ tŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ  -  ǿǿǿΦƴŎŎŜǊǝŬŜŘǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭΦƻǊƎ 

b/ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ τ ǿǿǿΦƴŎōŀǊΦƎƻǾ 

 

 

 

b//tǎ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝǾŜΣ ƻƴŜ-ƘƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀƭ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ .ŀǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ .ŀǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀπ

ǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǝǎŬŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ wǳƭŜ мΦмр-н

όǎύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ƻƴŜ-ƘƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /[9 ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ-ƘƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ 

ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǳƴǝƭ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ .ŀǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōȅ [ŀǿȅŜǊǎ aǳǘǳŀƭ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ hƭŘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢ƛǘƭŜ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ tŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴΦ    

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŎōŀǊΦƎƻǾκƴŜǿǎ-ŀƴŘ-ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎκƴŜǿǎ-ƴƻǝŎŜǎκнлмтκмлκŦǊŜŜ-ǘǊǳǎǘ-ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ-

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ-ŎƭŜ-ŎƻǳǊǎŜ-ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ-ǘƻ-ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ-ǇŀǊŀƭŜƎŀƭǎκ 

 

 

 

 

http://gateway.ncbar.org/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=80188
http://gateway.ncbar.org/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=80188
https://www.ncbar.gov/for-lawyers/ethics/rules-of-professional-conduct/rule-115-2-general-rules/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/
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!tt9![  !tt9[[!b¢   Lb59·   !aL/¦{ /¦wL!9 

.wL9C   w9/hw5 hb!tt9![  /!{9 [!²  w9a!b5 

/wh{{!tt9![  59!5[Lb9{   w9thw¢9w{  /hb/[¦{Lhb 

w9±9w{  ¢w!b{/wLt¢   w9{9!w/I  bh¢L/9  hC !tt9![ 

!CCLwa  9·¢9b{Lhb hC ¢La9   !wD¦a9b¢  ah¢Lhb 
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RetirementéReally? 

By Belinda Ann Thomas, ACP, NCCP 

 

 After 28 very happy years with the Vernon Law Firm in Burlington, North Carolina, I 

retired on December 29, 2017.  My supervising attorney, Wiley P. Wooten, was semi-retired for 

most of 2017 and instead of billing 6.5 to 7 hours a day, I was staring at the walls a major por-

tion of my time.  Never did I think I would complain about being idle, but I found I had 

worked too hard for too long to learn how to relax.   

 So, on January 2, 2018, a new chapter in my life began.  My plan was to work on the 

home that I had purchased with my son and daughter-in-law which was the original home 

place where I grew up.  I wanted to do volunteer work in the community and in my church.  

Learning to play the autoharp has always been a dream so I found a place where I could take 

lessons.  Several of my family members are not well so I knew there would be help needed in 

that area.  I advertised my services to help with discovery, equitable distribution pretrial orders 

and mediation documents with local sole practitioners.  And last, but not least, I have my own 

Social Security Disability business which brings in a little extra money for me.  Sounds easy, 

right? 

 Beginning the day I retired, all Hades broke loose!  My aunt was diagnosed with demen-

tia.  Guess who holds her Power of Attorney?  Iôve spent the last few months, helping her 

granddaughter set up sitters, home health care, taking her to doctor appointments and being 

with her during eye surgeries to have cataracts removed.  Sheôs been in the hospital twice and 

in rehab once.  Sheôs 83. 

 Iôve worked on one equitable distribution case.  The attorney does not return calls or 

emails.   Sound familiar? 

 Autoharp lessons started for me on January 22nd.  The instrument was very easy for me 

to learn to play as I have played piano since I was a child.  I love playing it so much.  The odd 

thing is I had been taking classes along with 5 other ladies for about 3 weeks when the teacher 

fell face down in the floor during class.  She called me before the 4th lesson and asked me to 

teach.  I took the instruction book and prepared lesson plans and guess what has been going on 

since February?  You guessed it!  Iôve been teaching the class ever since.   Weôre planning our 

first visit to a nursing home next month to play.  How DID this happen?   

 February, March and April, I volunteered with United Way in the VITA program which 

is Volunteer Income Tax Assistance.  I had to be certified in income tax preparation.  Most of 

the clients were elderly or indigent.  I met so many wonderful people.  Everyone was so very 

grateful and were willing to wait as long as necessary to receive the free tax service. 

   




























