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Have you moved?  Please login to your profile and 

check your  contact information.  We use email as our 

primary means to contact members.  Please be sure 

your information is up to date! 
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President’s Message 

Beverly K. Moore, NCCP 

The sun is shining and the temps have finally warmed up – well at least for today! I am ready for it to 

stay warm (not hot), just warm so I can wear the spring clothes.   

I am writing this after NCPA’s first Board/Executive Committee meeting for the 2018-2019 year.  We 

have a great group of volunteers who are ready and excited to make 2018-2019 an outstanding year for 

NCPA.   Thank you to the Board/Executive Committee that served for 2017-2018.  I enjoyed working 

with you all.  

Are you are planning to take the NALA CP or ACP exam or the October NCCP exam?  The scholar-

ship essay contests for these exams are now open!  

 The Meredith R. Pollette, CLA Scholarship awards one application fee for the CP exam and one 

application fee for the ACP Exam.   

 

The Mary F. Haggerty, CLA, NCCP Scholarship awards up to 5 application fees for the October 

2018 NCCP exam.   

 

Complete details on deadlines and essay topics are available on NCPA’s website. 

 

I want to take a minute to send a big THANK YOU to everyone that organized (Lakisha, Kaye, Crys-

tal, Michele, Jennifer, Paulene and Patti) and everyone that attended the 2018 Annual Seminar and 

Meeting.   I got to learn, ask questions, make new paralegal connections and see friends.  Live semi-

nars are the best!   

 

As school is starting to end and vacations begin, please stay safe and enjoy.  Hope to see you at an 

NCPA event soon. 

 

If you have any comments or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I love hearing from 

NCPA members! 

 

Beverly K. Moore, NCCP  
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Membership Per Membership Level: 

177 General 

26 Associate 

45 Student 

5 Sustaining – Courtlogic (Gold), Ruffin Consulting (Gold), Lawyers Mutual 

Insurance (Bronze), Registered Agent Solutions (Bronze) and Alliant National 

Title (Bronze) 

2 Education – Carteret Community College and Meredith College 

 

Membership Per District: 

District 1: 15 

District 2:  82 

District 3: 13 

District 4: 65 

District 5: 36 

District 6: 20 

District 7:  6 

District 8:  6 

District 9: 10 

 

Patti Clapper, ACP, NCCP 

Second Vice President 

Membership Report 

Patricia F Clapper, ACP, NCCP 

2nd Vice President 
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Did you  know that many of our 

annual seminar sessions are 

available online, on demand for 

CPE credit?   Each  

session is 1 hour of CPE credit. 

Registration information is on 

our website. 

SAVE THE DATE 

July 11-13, 2018 

NALA’s  Annual Seminar & Meeting 

St. Louis, MO 

@ the Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark 

For more information, or to register, click on the 
following link: 

https://nala.org/conferences/nala-conference-expo 

 

&&&&& 

 

We’re going back to the 

BEACH!!! 

SAVE THE DATE 

April 11 – April 13, 2019 

NCPA’s 39th Annual Seminar & 

Meeting 

Courtyard Carolina Beach Ocean-

front 

COURTYARD By MARRIOTT 

100 Charlotte Avenue, Carolina 

Beach, NC   

NCPA appreciates the support of its Sustaining  

Members!  Please check out their services and let 

them know you heard about them from NCPA! 

CourtLogic 

Ruffin Consulting 

Lawyers Mutual 

Registered Agent Solutions  

Alliant National Title Insurance Company 

http://www.ncparalegal.org/
https://nala.org/conferences/nala-conference-expo
http://www.courtlogic.com
https://ruffinconsulting.com/
http://www.lawyersmutualnc.com/
https://www.rasi.com/
https://alliantnational.com/home.aspx
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DISTRICT HAPPENINGS NEWS 

Chairman’s  Message 

Heather Padgett, NCCP 

Happy spring!  Although the calendar tells us that winter has been over for quite a few weeks, it 
seemed that Mother Nature was not quite ready to move into warmer temperatures.  However, 
at least here on the coast, we are finally into blue skies, warm afternoons, and beautiful flowers.  
I will once again delude myself into thinking I have a green thumb and buy pots of lovely spring 
flowers, determined that this year will be the year I keep them all alive.   Hope springs eternal, 
right? 

 

An enormous THANK YOU! to all of the members who worked to put on a great Annual Meeting 
& Seminar in Greensboro.  We had interesting speakers, good food, and great opportunities to 
connect with friends, both old and new.  Behind the scenes work is already under way for next 
year’s Annual, and I think we have a Save the Date somewhere in this issue about the location.  
Be sure to get the date on your calendars – you won’t want to miss out! 

 

We have a few new District Directors and I want to thank them for stepping up to volunteer.  
NCPA only gets stronger as we get new ideas and energy in the mix.  At our recent board 
meeting I heard exciting plans about meet and greets and potential CPE opportunities within 
the districts, so keep in touch with your District Director and check in with NCPA’s Facebook 
page.  If you don’t know who your District Director is, I challenge you to find out. Send an email 
and introduce yourself and let them know what would interest you as far as speaker topics, 
meet & greet locations, and volunteer opportunities.  Make the most out of your membership 
with NCPA!    

 

I also want to take this opportunity to say thank you for the chance to once again serve as your 
Chairman of the Board.  It has been an honor to serve with this Board and Executive Committee, 
and I’m looking forward to the upcoming year.  NCPA has a dedicated and enthusiastic group of 
volunteers and working with them and learning from them has been an incredible opportunity 
for me. 

 

I hope everyone has the chance to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather.  I know some-
times in our daily realities of deadlines, difficult attorneys, and family responsibilities, it is chal-
lenging to find time for yourself, but I hope each of you will do so - even if it’s just for a couple 
of minutes, sitting in the sunshine and admiring the flowers. 

 

Heather Padgett 
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http://www.ruffinconsulting.com/
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NCPA’s 38th Annual Meeting and Seminar was held March 22-24, 2018, at the 
Wyndham Gardens in Greensboro, North Carolina. Presenters from across the 
state provided content-rich sessions on cyber fraud, adoption law, risk manage-
ment, fiduciary litigation, e-closings, e-notary, and recent changes related to ap-
pellate procedures, power of attorney rules and expunction statutes. The gen-
eral sessions, which focused on compassion and professionalism, left paralegals 
energized and ready to look at our work and careers in different ways.  

 

The North Carolina State Bar Board of Paralegal Certification and NALA approved 
the program for six hours of CPE credit. A grant from the NC State Bar Board of 
Paralegal Certification was used to record the sessions, which will be added to 
NCPA’s on-demand CPE options. 

 

In addition to professional education, the seminar also provided networking op-
portunities, great food, and good fun. Congratulations to the lucky paralegals 
who won one of the many door prizes provided by NCPA sponsors and exhibi-
tors.  

 

Special thanks to Kaye Hare, NCCP, ACP; Crystal Robinson, NCCP; Beverly King, 
NCCP; Heather Padgett, NCCP; Michele Bryant, NCCP, CP; Patti Clapper, NCCP, 
ACP; and a host of other hardworking and knowledgeable paralegals for another 
great seminar! 



 

 

P A G E  1 7  



 

 

P A G E  1 8  



 

 

P A G E  1 9  



 

 

P A G E  2 0  



 

 

P A G E  2 1  

NCPA — www.ncparalegal.org 

NALA  -  www.nala.org 

NC State Bar Board of Paralegal Certification  -  www.nccertifiedparalegal.org 

NC State Bar — www.ncbar.gov 

 

 

 

NCCPs can now access an online, interactive, one-hour trust account management continuing legal 

education course on the North Carolina Bar Association’s website. The program, a joint project of the 

North Carolina State Bar and the North Carolina Bar Association, provides the most current explana-

tion of the management duties for a lawyer’s trust account, and satisfies the provision in Rule 1.15-2

(s) of the Rules of Professional Conduct requiring anyone with trust account signatory authority to 

complete a one-hour trust account management CLE course. Each one-hour program includes great 

content and helpful resources and is available free of charge to North Carolina State Bar licensed 

lawyers until February 2018, and until further notice for certified paralegals. These high quality 

online trust account management programs were produced by the North Carolina Bar Association 

and the State Bar and are sponsored in part by Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company, Old Republic 

National Title Insurance Company, and the Board of Paralegal Certification.    

https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-

management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/ 

 

 

 

 

http://gateway.ncbar.org/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=80188
http://gateway.ncbar.org/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=80188
https://www.ncbar.gov/for-lawyers/ethics/rules-of-professional-conduct/rule-115-2-general-rules/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/news-notices/2017/10/free-trust-account-management-cle-course-available-to-members-paralegals/
https://www.ncbar.gov/news-and-publications/
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APPEAL  APPELLANT   INDEX   AMICUS CURIAE 

BRIEF   RECORD ONAPPEAL  CASE LAW  REMAND 

CROSSAPPEAL  DEADLINES   REPORTERS  CONCLUSION 

REVERS  TRANSCRIPT   RESEARCH  NOTICE  OF APPEAL 

AFFIRM  EXTENSION OF TIME   ARGUMENT  MOTION 
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Retirement…Really? 

By Belinda Ann Thomas, ACP, NCCP 

 

 After 28 very happy years with the Vernon Law Firm in Burlington, North Carolina, I 

retired on December 29, 2017.  My supervising attorney, Wiley P. Wooten, was semi-retired for 

most of 2017 and instead of billing 6.5 to 7 hours a day, I was staring at the walls a major por-

tion of my time.  Never did I think I would complain about being idle, but I found I had 

worked too hard for too long to learn how to relax.   

 So, on January 2, 2018, a new chapter in my life began.  My plan was to work on the 

home that I had purchased with my son and daughter-in-law which was the original home 

place where I grew up.  I wanted to do volunteer work in the community and in my church.  

Learning to play the autoharp has always been a dream so I found a place where I could take 

lessons.  Several of my family members are not well so I knew there would be help needed in 

that area.  I advertised my services to help with discovery, equitable distribution pretrial orders 

and mediation documents with local sole practitioners.  And last, but not least, I have my own 

Social Security Disability business which brings in a little extra money for me.  Sounds easy, 

right? 

 Beginning the day I retired, all Hades broke loose!  My aunt was diagnosed with demen-

tia.  Guess who holds her Power of Attorney?  I’ve spent the last few months, helping her 

granddaughter set up sitters, home health care, taking her to doctor appointments and being 

with her during eye surgeries to have cataracts removed.  She’s been in the hospital twice and 

in rehab once.  She’s 83. 

 I’ve worked on one equitable distribution case.  The attorney does not return calls or 

emails.   Sound familiar? 

 Autoharp lessons started for me on January 22nd.  The instrument was very easy for me 

to learn to play as I have played piano since I was a child.  I love playing it so much.  The odd 

thing is I had been taking classes along with 5 other ladies for about 3 weeks when the teacher 

fell face down in the floor during class.  She called me before the 4th lesson and asked me to 

teach.  I took the instruction book and prepared lesson plans and guess what has been going on 

since February?  You guessed it!  I’ve been teaching the class ever since.   We’re planning our 

first visit to a nursing home next month to play.  How DID this happen?   

 February, March and April, I volunteered with United Way in the VITA program which 

is Volunteer Income Tax Assistance.  I had to be certified in income tax preparation.  Most of 

the clients were elderly or indigent.  I met so many wonderful people.  Everyone was so very 

grateful and were willing to wait as long as necessary to receive the free tax service. 
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Retirement…Really? By Belinda Ann Thomas, ACP, NCCP, continued 

 For the church, I am part of the “Dove Notes” ministry.  We write anonymous notes to 

those who are sick, lost loved ones or are just in need of prayer.  This is something I can do 

from home. 

 I campaigned and worked the polls on election day for a dear friend who was running 

for Clerk of Court in the Republican Primary.  When the day was over, I was sunburned, tired 

and thirsty.  The other candidate representatives were super nice people and we partied more 

than anything.  By the way, my friend won.   

 My Social Security Disability cases have doubled since I retired.  God told me one night 

that I would not have to worry about money.  I didn’t realize that He intended to work my fin-

gers to the bone!  But I am so thankful to have work (and money!!) and to see people who truly 

need disability survive and receive the help they need. 

  Whew!!   Retirement has been very tiring.  I have been back to Court with Mr. Wooten 

one time since my retirement to finish an outstanding case.  With all I’m doing, I’m finding it 

hard to figure out where I worked in the time to go to Court.   The biggest mystery has been 

how I did a lot of these activities when I was still working at the law firm.   

 The best advice I can give to anyone planning on retiring is to think twice about doing it.  
The month is only May.  I’m seriously considering going back to work…   

http://www.rasi.com/
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This article is property of the North Carolina State Bar and is reprinted with the permission of the North Carolina State Bar.  Creek-

man, James. Spring 2018, The North Carolina Uniform Power of Attorney Act: A Practical Introduction for Real Estate Practitioners, 

pages 8-16 in J.R. Duncan, Editor. The Journal, Volume 23, Number 1. 
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This article is property of the North Carolina State Bar and is reprinted with the permission of the North Carolina State Bar.  Mul-

len, Denise. Spring 2018, Board of Legal Specialization Launches New Specialty in 2018, pages 32-33 in J.R. Duncan, Editor. The 

Journal, Volume 23, Number 1. 
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Calendar of Events 

EXAM DEADLINES 

 

 August 23, 3018 – Application Deadline for October Exam 

 October 13, 2018 – NCCP Exam 

UPCOMING NCPA CALENDAR EVENTS 2018 

 

 July 11-13, 2018—NALA Conference @ St. Louis, Missouri 

 April 11-13, 2019—NCPA 39th Annual Seminar @ Carolina Beach 

(woohoo!!) 
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 2018-2019 NCPA Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs 

Officers:   

President  Beverly K. Moore, NCCP  bev@tissuelaw.com 

1st VP (Education)  Sue Bennett, NCCP subennett08@gmail.com 

2nd VP (Membership)  Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@gmail.com 

Secretary  Jennifer Smith Stuphin, ACP, NCCP 
jennifer.smith-sutphin@greensboro-
nc.gov 

Treasurer Kaye Hare, ACP, NCCP khare@walkerlambe.com 

Parliamentarian  
Martha L. Blackman-Hughes, ACP, 
NCCP mlblackman-hughes@nc.rr.com 

NALA Liaison  Michele Bryant, CP, NCCP mtuttle@wakehealth.edu 

Directors:   

I  Heather Padgett, NCCP heather.padgett@wilmingtonnc.gov 

II  Lakisha A. Chichester, ACP, NCCP lachichester@gmail.com 

III  Michelle "Shelly" Troutman, NCCP shelley@woodsdoster.com 

IV  Amanda Odom akodom823@gmail.com 

V  Karen L. Wood, NCCP krneagl3@yahoo.com 

VI  Michele Bryant, CP, NCCP mtuttle@wakehealth.edu 

VII  Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@gmail.com 

VIII  Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@gmail.com 

IX  Jen Hollar, NCCP hollar_jen@yahoo.com 

Affiliate Director  Jennifer Eason, CP Jennifer.Eason@allscripts.com 

Attorney Advisors  Joseph N. Tissue, Esq. joe@tissuelaw.com  

Chairman of the Board  Heather Padgett, NCCP heather.padgett@wilmingtonnc.gov 

Board Secretary  Jennifer Smith-Stuphin, ACP, NCCP 
jennifer.smith-sutphin@greensboro-
nc.gov 

At Large Director  Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs   

Audit Chair Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@gmail.com 
Associations Network Committee 
Chair Jennifer Eason, CP Jennifer.Eason@allscripts.com 
Annual Seminar Co-Chairs/
Registration Lakisha A. Chichester, ACP, NCCP lachichester@gmail.com 

 Crystal L. Robinson, NCCP crissi1975@gmail.com 

NCCP Review Course  OPEN  

Ethics Chair OPEN  

Historian  
Martha L. Blackman-Hughes, ACP, 
NCCP mlblackman-hughes@nc.rr.com 

Long Range Planning Chair Belinda Thomas, ACP, NCCP bat5853@bellsouth.net 

Mentoring Chairs Paulene Scott Kearney, NCCP  pkearney@smithdebnamlaw.com  

Nominations and Elections Chair Denise Forbes denise.forbes@durhamnc.gov 

 Landon McKinney llmckinn@ncsu.edu 

Convention Coordinator Michele Bryant, CP, NCCP mtuttle@wakehealth.edu 

 Rebecca Adams nailztek4u@yahoo.com 

NC Land Records Task Force Chair Victoria Quarles, NCSB/CP Victoria.Quarles@Yahoo.com 

NCSBar Bd of Plg Cert Liaison Yolanda N. Smith, ACP, NCCP ynsmith72@gmail.com 
Patron & Sustaining Membership 
Chair Crystal L. Robinson, NCCP crissi1975@gmail.com 
Pro Bono Chair Elizabeth Vance, ACP, NCCP paralegal878@earthlink.net 

Public Relations / Senior Editor  Jen Hollar, NCCP hollar_jen@yahoo.com 

 Tiffany Jolley, NCCP tfjolley@gmail.com 

Articles / Ass’n News Editor  Crystal L. Robinson, NCCP crissi1975@gmail.com 

Advertising Editor  Abigail Powell, NCP acp0923@gmail.com 

Student/School Relations  Charlotte A. Ward, NCCP ward_charlotte@yahoo.com  

Survey Chair OPEN  

Technology Chair Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@aol.com 

NCPA Coordinator Patricia F. Clapper, ACP, NCCP lglduck@aol.com 
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Lawyers Mutual is seeking a Professional Liability Underwriter for its Cary, NC office.   

Job Duties Include: 

•Review and analyze lawyer professional liability insurance applications for acceptability, 
coverage issues, and pricing 

•Respond to policyholder inquiries, and initiate underwriting discussions 

•Enter computer data accurately 

•Service and maintain policy files 

•Interface with Claims and Finance departments 

•Initiate internal discussion and evaluation of underwriting programs, policies and proce-
dures  

Requirements:  

•Significant experience in underwriting professional liability insurance, or three-plus years 
of paralegal or attorney experience, or comparable experience relative to analyzing lawyer 
risk 

•Proficiency in Microsoft Office applications  

Competitive compensation and benefits package, including comprehensive health and den-
tal plans, and 401(k).  Paid relocation not available.  Pre-employment background verifica-
tion required for qualified applicants.   

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.  

Please, no agencies.  No agency-referred candidates will be considered for this position  

Mail or email your resume to: 

Lawyers Mutual Liability Insurance of North Carolina, Attn: Human Resources 

PO Box 1929, Cary, NC 27512-1929 or  

Email: hr@lawyersmutualnc.com 

javascript:void(0);


 

 

P A G E  4 1  



 

 

P A G E  4 2  

North Carolina Paralegal Association Inc. 

PO Box 1133 

Holly Springs NC 27540 

 

Address Correction Requested 

 

http://www.courtlogic.com/

