AMICUS

AUGUST 2007

GREETINGS!!!  Welcome to August.  I hope everyone is doing well and has had a great summer.  It was great to see so many of you at Annual.  I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new EC/Board members and to thank everyone for their time.

DISTRICT I:

Director:  Morag Polaski, CP, NCCP

DISTRICT II:

Director:  Tiffany Clark, NCCP

My name is Tiffany Clark and I am the District II Director for the 2007-2008 year.  I have been a member of NCPA for over three years.  In addition to being a member of NCPA, I am also a member of the Legal Assistants Division of the North Carolina State Bar and I received recognition as a North Carolina State Bar Certified Paralegal in September 2005.  

I am a paralegal for Dionne Loy Fortner of Woodruff, Reece & Fortner in Smithfield, North Carolina.  I have worked with Dionne Fortner, a Board Certified Specialist in Family Law, since June 2002.  

On a personal note, I have been married for five years and we have a daughter, Reagan, born March 7, 2007.
DISTRICT III:

Director:  Trudy Rutherford

DISTRICT IV:

Director: Blanche S. Berkowitz, NCCP
I am slowly acclimating to my position of District Director and I am planning some exciting events for this coming year so stay tuned!

Congratulations to all graduating Student Members!  Please contact me if you are in District IV or any member to find out more about NCPA and how it can be an important part of your professional life!

News around the District

Guilford Paralegal Association, an NCPA affiliate, sponsored a very successful full-day CLE seminar on Saturday, May 5, 2007 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Greensboro. Attendees received 6 hours of NCCP credits for this seminar.
  

On July 21st District IV held a Meet and Learn at the Golden Corral in Greensboro featuring as guest speaker, Towanda Garner of the NC State Bar, Lawyers Assistance Program (LAP). LAP is a service of the North Carolina State Bar, which provides confidential assistance to North Carolina lawyers to help them identify and address problems with alcoholism, other drug addictions and mental health disorders. LAP believes, that as paralegals, working in close proximity with attorneys, we can help with outreach to lawyers who need help. 

Ms. Garner was very informative about the program and we exchanged many ideas about getting information out to our members and all paralegals, with some future possible speaking opportunities at an NCPA event.  For more information on Ms. Garner and LAP please check out: http://www.nclap.org/.

Guilford Paralegal Association, an NCPA affiliate, has continued to hold informative monthly meetings with 1 hour NCCP credit available.  On July 10th at the Elon University Law School in downtown Greensboro Justin Wraight from Anna Caldwell & Associates in Winston-Salem, spoke on the topic of Social Security disability and representation. On August 14th,  at 6:30 PM the meeting is at the Wyatt Early firm in High Point and the guest speaker is Jim Robbins, a licensed private investigator from Robbins and Associates.

Details about these meetings and all of GPA’s events are available on the website.http://www.guilfordparalegalassociation.org/.  The newly elected officers of GPA are:

President



Elizabeth Vance, CP, NCCP

Vice President


Sandra Strickland, CLA, NCCP

First Vice President


Margaret Gabriel, NCCP

Treasurer



Lisa Carmichael, NCCP

Secretary



Blanche Berkowitz, NCCP

Parliamentarian


Teresa Smith

Alamance County Paralegal Association, an NCPA affiliate, elected new officers at the

June meeting, which was held during lunch at the Sagebrush in Graham on

June 19th.  The new officers are as follows: 


President - Sherry Hamlett; 


1st VP - 
Leigh Agnew 


2nd VP - 
Katherine Kuczkowski 


Secretary - Belinda Thomas, AP, NCCP


Treasurer - Annette Younger, NCCP


Historian - Hope Dodson, NCCP 


Parliamentarian - Barbara Dodson


NCPA Representative - Teresa Stacey,NCCP 

ACPA does not meet in the summer months and will resume on Tuesday,

September 18, 2007, at 12:30 p.m., at the Sagebrush in Graham, with an

unconfirmed speaker at this time.

DISTRICT V:

Director:  Vicki L. Sgro, NCCP

Vicki L. Sgro, NCCP, is District V Director for North Carolina Paralegal Association (NCPA).  District V consists of Anson, Cabarrus, Gaston, Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Stanly and Union Counties. District V has 95 current members consisting of 83 general members; 5 associate members; 6 student members; and 1 attorney/advisory.

Vicki is the IP Paralegal for Clariant Corporation, a global leader in the field of specialty chemicals, which is represented on five continents with over 100 group companies, employs approximately 21,500 people. Headquartered in Muttenz near Basel, Switzerland, it generated sales of around CHF 8.2 billion in 2005.  Clariant's businesses are organized in four divisions: Textile, Leather & Paper Chemicals, Pigments & Additives, Functional Chemicals, and Masterbatches.

Vicki has been employed with Clariant Corporation for over the past 7 years and is responsible for U.S. and foreign patent matters in the US, including management of PC Master Database.  Vicki has over 20 years of patent experience.  Before working for Clariant Corporation, Vicki worked for Alston & Bird, LLP’s Charlotte Office as a foreign patent paralegal and Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch in Falls Church, VA as the Supervisor of their Docketing Department and File Room.  In addition to her work experience, Vicki has an Associate Degree in Business. 

Vicki’s professional memberships include General Membership with the North Carolina Paralegal Association, Inc. (NCPA), Metrolina Paralegal Association (MPA) and Vicki is a North Carolina Certified Paralegal.  Previously, Vicki was 2nd Vice President in charge of Programs for two years at MPA, 2004-05 and 2005-06 and most recently was the Patron Membership Chair 2006-07.  She is on the Advisory Committee for UNC Charlotte’s Paralegal Program.


Vicki welcomes suggestions and comments from members for CLE credit for upcoming programs and seminars.  She can be reached as follows:

Name:   

Vicki L. Sgro, NCCP

Address: 

Intellectual Property Department, Clariant Corporation

                  
4000 Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC  28205

Email: 


Vicki.Sgro@Clariant.com

Work Phone: 

704-331-7075

DISTRICT VI:

Director At Large - Erin B. Galloway, CP, NCCP

Hello District VI members!  My name is Erin B. Galloway, CP, NCCP, and I

am NCPA's At-Large Director.

I am an alumna of University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and

Meredith College's Paralegal Program. In 2002 I obtained the CLA

designation from the National Association of Legal Assistants and in

2005 I obtained my NCCP designation from the NC State Bar Board of

Paralegal Certification. I have worked in corporate law and in all areas

of intellectual property law. I'm currently the Trademark Administrator

at Sony Ericsson Mobile Communications (USA) Inc. in RTP, NC.

I have been an NCPA member since 2000 and have served as the

Student/School Relations Chair, District II Director and President.

Through these positions, I have learned the importance of having NCPA's

support system in my professional and personal lives.

Your past District VI Director, Michele A. Tuttle, CLA, NCCP did an

outstanding job, so I hope I can fill her shoes!  If you have any

feedback, suggestions, comments, etc. or are interested in learning more

about the District VI Director position or any other Board, Officer or

Committee position, please let me know.  I am here to serve as your

voice to the NCPA Board and I look forward to meeting you at a future

NCPA event.

DISTRICT VII:

Director:  Elizabeth Stallings, CLA, NCCP

Elizabeth (Beth) Stallings has been a paralegal for 13 years.  She received an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Paralegal Studies from Cecil’s College, now known as South College, in 1995.  Beth was awarded the CLA designation by NALA in 1995 and became a North Carolina State Bar Certified Paralegal in 2005.

She has experience in corporate, estate planning and administration, and civil litigation.  Beth is presently employed as a litigation paralegal at McGuire, Wood & Bissette, P.A., where she has worked since 2001.  Prior to becoming involved in the legal field, her work experience primarily consisted of office administration and accounting.  

Beth was one of the founding members of the Asheville Area Paralegal Association (AAPA) which was formed in January, 2004.  She served as President of AAPA from October, 2004 through April, 2006.  Beth remains active in the association, presently serving as Chair of its Publicity Committee.

She has two dogs, Rowdy and Sydney, which she considers to be part of her family.  In her free time she enjoys being outdoors, whether working in her yard or hiking in the mountains, reading mysteries, and spending time with good friends.

DISTRICT VIII:

Director:  Amy Moore, CP, NCCP

DISTRICT IX:

Director: Beverly King, NCCP

Beverly King is currently employed at Rallings & Tissue, PLLC in Charlotte dealing with commercial real estate, collections and business organizations..

Beverly lives in Maiden, Lincoln County, with her parents and younger sister, Pam, who is entering her fifth (any maybe last - who knows) year at Western Carolina University.    Aside from her membership and positions in NCPA, Beverly is an active member of the Metrolina Paralegal Association (MPA) where she has held such offices as Third Vice-President, NALA Liaison, Patron Membership Chair and Social Committee Chair.  She is also a member of NALA.  Beverly attends the University of Maryland Distance Education Program where she is working towards her Bachelor Degree in Legal Studies with a minor in Human Resource Management.  In the fall, she is Woodwind Instructor with the North Lincoln Marching Band.

FORUM:

If anyone is interested in writing an article or has a topic of suggestions for the Forum, please contact Laura Braswell at laurapcubillos@yahoo.com .

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

NCPA still has some committees that need volunteers.  If you would be interested in volunteering please contact Kaye Summers, CP, NCCP (KAYE@pwkl.com) or Beverly King, NCCP (bking@mrsmt.com).

 Meredith R. Pollette, CLAS Scholarship Essay Contest

The Meredith R. Pollette, CLAS Scholarship Essay Contest deadline is approaching.  If interested in submitting an essay please have them post marked by August 15, 2007 and sent to the following address:

NCPA

Attention:  Chariman of the Board
P. O. Box 36264
Charlotte, NC 28236-6264
MID YEAR SEMINAR:

Mark your calendars, NCPA’s Mid Year Seminar is being held September 21-22 at the Broyhill Inn in Boone.

If anyone has anything they would like to see included in the AMICUS, please feel free to email it to me at bgk6489@aol.com.

