JANUARY/FEBRUARY AMICUS
Belinda Ann Thomas, CP, APC, NCCP

 

Hello to Everyone, 

This will probably be my last AMICUS as Chairman of the Board. I want to thank the members of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors who have helped to make the AMICUS an easy task to complete! Your help has been a life saver!

 

2006 PARALEGAL OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS 

Do you want to gain national exposure for your association, earn recognition for the paralegal profession and bring prestige to a colleague you respect - all at the same time? Then nominate a peer now for Legal Assistant Today's 2006 Paralegal of the Year Award.

Every year since 1998, LAT has honored a paralegal who demonstrates a profound commitment to his or her career, and strives to shape the future of the paralegal field. The winner will be chosen by the LAT Editorial Advisory Board and be featured in the September/October 2006 issue. The winner also will receive a $1,000 cash prize, an award plaque and a complimentary one-year subscription to LAT. Plus, two runners-up will each receive an award plaque and a one-year subscription to LAT, as well as be featured in the September/October issue.

Don't miss this chance to honor a colleague for his or her extraordinary work while simultaneously putting a national spotlight on your association and its benefits. If that isn't enough incentive, you or your association will receive $100 if your nominee is selected as the 2006 Paralegal of the Year. 

Sponsored by Image Capture Engineering, the Paralegal of the Year contest is open to all paralegals who meet the contest's requirements, including: 

· Nominees must have a minimum of three years experience as a paralegal/legal assistant.

· Self-nominations are not allowed. 

· Nominators must submit a statement on the nomination form, providing information on the nominees' significant activities in four categories - from career accomplishments to civic contributions.

Nominations are due May 5, 2006. For complete contest requirements and to fill out a nomination form, please go to www.legalassistanttoday.com and click on the Paralegal of the Year Award logo. Nominate LAT's 2006 Paralegal of the Year today. 

 

PROBONO PROGRAM 

The North Carolina Paralegal Association has formed a partnership with Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC) to assist attorneys in providing pro bono services to the 24 LANC offices across North Carolina. LANC is a statewide, nonprofit, 501(c)3 law firm that provides free legal services in civil matters to low-income people. LANC operates in all 100 North Carolina counties through 24 geographically based offices throughout North Carolina. Volunteer Paralegals will be able to use their skills in a variety of capacities throughout the state to assist LANC offices on specific projects. LANC will work with NCPA members to try to match volunteer skills, available time and interests and possibly offer opportunities to volunteers looking to expand their legal substantive and cultural knowledge. We'd like to encourage all NCPA members to answer the pro bono call and make a contribution by getting involved in one or more LANC pro bono projects. If you would like more information, please contact Grace Carter, CLA at grace.carter@syngenta.com or Sharon Robertson, CLAS at sharongr@bellsouth.net. For more information regarding LANC visit www.legalaidnc.org or contact LANC's Private Attorney Involvement Coordinator/Paralegal, Roselle Margolis, at 1-800-672-9304 or rosellm@legalaidnc.com.
ANNUAL MEETING AND SEMINAR

Registration Brochures will be coming out soon for the Annual Meeting and Seminar to be held March 30th-April 1st at the Sheraton Hotel in Atlantic Beach.

 

DISTRICT MEET AND GREETS
District II: 1/28/06 10:00 a.m. Golden Corral, Crossroads in Cary

District III: 2/4/06 10:00 a.m. Holiday Inn Bordeaux Restaurant in Fayetteville

District IV: 2/25/06 10:00 a.m. Golden Corral, Burlington 

District IX: 2/18/06 10:00 a.m. Golden Corral, Hickory

 

MID YEAR SEMINAR

The Mid Year seminar has been set for September 15th -17th at the Embassy Suites in Cary, NC. Be looking for more details!

 

RENEWAL FORMS

Please send back as quickly as possible your renewal forms. If you have not received your renewal form, please contact Brenda Mareski at bmareski@carolina.rr.com
IN THE NEWS

Our own Erin Burris, CP, President has an article that you can read on the following website:

http://www.lawcrossing.com/article/index.php?id=1270 

FORUM ARTICLE REQUEST:

Have you been a NCPA Officer or Director in the past? Please consider submitting a description, in your own words, of your job duties. The FORUM staff will be including a feature on each NCPA Officer and Director position in the upcoming issues. If you have been a Parliamentarian in the past, please consider submitting a description before 1/30/06. Please email your descriptions to laurapcubillos@yahoo.com 

MORE FOR THE FORUM...

If you have some advice, comments, stories, ideas to share in the next Forum....we would LOVE to hear from you. We are looking for any submissions as they relate to the paralegal profession and your experience in it....no matter how great or small the article or the experience. There is no particular length we are looking for, so please do not feel you have to submit a thesis type article. Although we do have themes for many issues, feel free to submit anything, as we are looking for a variety of topics to keep the issues as fresh and informative as possible. Also, if you have any paralegal news to share, we would love to hear from you and share it with others around the state. So what are you waiting for? Contact Alison at alison.foster@meineke.com with your submissions, suggestions, news and updates. Thank you!

DISTRICT NEWS:

District III

Remember to hold Saturday morning on the 4th of February open to attend the District III Meet and Greet. And: Members don't forget to renew your membership this month. And: CCPA will have its annual seminar on March 11th, on the FTCC campus. For more info. call, or e-mail Trudy Rutherford. (The complete speaker line-up has not been confirmed yet, therefore the registration forms with that info may not go out until February) Trudy's e-mail: emr0128@aol.com. Please put CCPA seminar in the subject line. Trudy's phone number is: 910-485-5171

 

District IV:

The District IV Meet and Greet will be February 25, 2006 at the Golden Corral on Huffman Mill Road in Burlington

Alamance County Paralegal Association

The Alamance County Paralegal Association held a special meeting on Thursday, January 5th at Sagebrush Restaurant in Graham with over 40 paralegals and attorneys in attendance. Nancy Ferguson, Esquire, spoke on the new Notary Laws.

ACPA's regular monthly meeting was held on January 17 at the Peake and McRae Law Offices in Graham. Lee Laskody, Esquire made an excellent presentation on the new bankruptcy laws. The next meeting will be held in Alamance County's Superior Court Judge's conference room in Graham at 12:30 p.m. on February 21st. The guest speaker will be Billie Nold, Assistant Clerk of Superior Court.

ACPA is now accepting applications for the scholarship essays for any member to attend the NCPA Annual meeting and seminar. Applications are also being prepared for their student scholarship. Contact Ruth Goodman, CLA, at (336) 584-3388 for more details.

 

Guilford County Paralegal Association

GPA had numerous very successful holiday charitable activities, including: on December 4th, GPA participated in the Winter Walk for AIDS and raised at least $225 and had 5 walkers and a dog; the donation of over $400.00 worth of gifts to our Salvation Army Angels, a 7-year old boy and an 11-year old girl; GPA's donation of $100 to the Adopt a Senior program; and GPA members donned Santa hats and delivered gift bags to ten senior citizen households in the Pleasant Garden area of Guilford County. Elizabeth Vance, GPA's new Community/Charitable Activities Chairperson, and all of the GPA team members, continue to participate in charitable activities throughout the year. Kudos to all planners and participants, and to Elizabeth for continuing the Chair leadership for GPA. 

 

GPA hosted its holiday membership dinner at the Chop House, and it was a wonderful way for members to gather, network, and enjoy the benefits of membership in GPA.

 

Membership Chair Sandra Strickland reports an increase in membership. GPA now has 33 General Members and 13 Associate Members. Anyone interested in becoming a member, please contact Sandra at ss@crlaw.com or srstricklandcla@yahoo.com or visit the GPA website.  

 

GPA is planning a Winter CLE to be held on Saturday, February 25, 2006. 

More information to come. Please visit our web site regularly for updates at:

http://guilfordparalegalassociation.org/
 

GPA's meetings for February 14th, March 14th, April 11th, and May 9th, 2006 will be held at 6:30 PM at Wyatt Early Harris Wheeler LLP, 1912 Eastchester Drive, High Point, NC. All members and their guests are welcome. Our meetings are approved by NALA for CLE/CP credits and currently GPA is seeking qualification from the NC Bar for NCCP credit. Our GPA President, Mary L. Clausen will qualify/sign your credit meeting attendance document as needed.

 

Everyone is welcome to attend our speaker meetings and please note that substantive topics are approved by NALA for CLE credit and might also be approved by the NC State Bar for CPE credit for new NCCP's!

 

Jonathan Ervin, GPA's Student Liaison, was the winner of the GPA student scholarship for 2005. Congratulations to Jonathan, a student at GTCC!

 

GPA now has custom shirts available for members, friends, and supporters of GPA. Please contact Blanche S. Berkowitz, NCCP at bberkowitz@sbaal.com for orders. 

